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An Important Pair of Louis XVI Style Ormolu Candlesticks
In the manner of Pierre Gouthière

Of substantial size and expertly cast in matt & burnished gilt bronze, the circular pedestal base
having decorated rims; the rectangular shaft modelled after a Classical four-sided satyr herm with
resting pairs of claw feet.
French, circa 1870

Literature:
The design for these candlesticks, incorporating lion heads in lieu of satyr heads, is dated to the early
part of Pierre Gouthière’s output, circa 1765. The combined elements of the Greek key border and the
satyr herms reflect the contemporary neo-classical style which was popular in France during the
reign of Louis XVI, and which witnessed a revival in the latter half of the 19th century.

Literature:

Verlet, Pierre. Les bronzes dorés français du XVIIIe siècle. Paris: Picard, 1999, pp. 197-8 (illus. fig. 227).
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Showing a single candlestick by Gouthière.

Hughes, Peter. The Wallace Collection: Catalogue of Furniture. London: Trustees of the Wallace
Collection, 1996, pp. 1545-6 (illus. fig. 6). Showing a pair in the home of Sir Richard Wallace on the
mantelpiece.

Goodison, Nicholas. Matthew Boulton: Ormolu. London: Christie's, 2002, pp. 66-7 (fig. 16), pp. 187-9
(figs. 133-8). For a discussion of the lion-faced candletiscks by Matthew Boulton.

Vignon, Charlotte and Christian Baulez. Pierre Gouthière, ciseleur-doreur du roi. Paris: Mare et
Martin, 2016, pp. 82-3 (illus. fig. 36). Showing the Wallace collection model placed on a console table
as illustrated by Jean-Demosthène Dugourc in 1790.
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