
A GOTHIC REVIVAL BRONZE INKWELL

Dimensions: H: 3 in / 7.5 cm  |  W: 9 in / 23 cm  |  D: 4.5 in / 11.5 cm
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A Louis-Philippe Gothic Revival Gilt and Patinated Bronze Inkwell

Rising from two-tone gilt bronze bracket feet, the patinated bronze rectangular inkwell having a
band of circular cinquefoil-centered cartouches surrounded by acorns and oak leaves surmounted
by a foliate stringcourse. The hinged lid having a finely painted porcelain oval plaque depicting two
cherubs and opening to reveal a pen tray and three fitted porcelain inkwells.
French, Circa 1820

This inkwell is a fine example of the neo-gothic taste that pervaded French art in the early
nineteenth-century, as the turbulent nation was re-discovering the wonders of its Medieval
architecture. Many of the motifs employed in the design of this inkwell are taken from the façades
and stained glass windows of the most famous Gothic churches such as those of Reims, Paris, and
Rouen. Although first appearing around 1815, the taste for gothic ornament would remain popular in
France throughout the 19th century.
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