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A Fine Side Table in the Louis XVI Manner
By Henry Dasson

Of rectangular form, constructed in mahogany dressed with fine ormolu mounts; rising from ormolu
mounted toupie feet, supporting the looped conjoined stretcher with a central ormolu boss; the
tapering legs with bronze-inlaid fillets having square form ormolu bases, with stiff-leaf ormolu
capitols; the frieze enclosing a single drawer and dressed with ormolu emblematic trophies and
interlacing foliage, the Brocatelle d'Espagne marble top platform enclosed by an ormolu guard band.
Bearing the maker's stamp "Henry Dasson."

French, circa 1890

This table combines the refinement of 18th century Louis XVI style furniture with the superior
craftsmanship of Henry Dasson, paying particular attention to the unusual design of the in-house
designed frieze mounts, the rarity of brass fillet-strung legs, and the use of Brocatelle d'Espagne-
one of the master's favourite imported marbles from the Pyrenees.
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Henry Dasson (1825-1896)

Established at 106 rue Vielle du-Temple, Dasson was one of the most highly celebrated Parisian
makers of gilt-bronze mounted furniture in the nineteenth century.

Dasson began his career as a bronze sculptor, and his work is renowned for the fine quality of the
metalwork, utilising the designs of the ancien régime, and adapting them to conform to the needs of
the times. He participated at the Expositions Universelle in 1878, receiving the laudatory critique of
Louis Gonse, the Parisian arbiter of bon ton and quality,

‘nouveau venu dans la carriére industrielle Henry Dasson, s'est rapidement créé par la perfection de
ces oeuvres une trés haute situation a laquelle nous applaudisons chaleureusement' [newcomer to
an industrial career, Henry Dasson has quickly achieved a favorable and highly-regarded position for
himself by virtue of the perfection of his pieces, which we warmly applaud]

Lord Dudley and Lady Ashburton were among his renowned clients at the exhibition. He was
awarded the 'Grand Prix Artistique' at the 1889 Paris Exposition Universelle, and examples of his
work were purchased by the English Royal Family. Made a chevalier of the Légion d'honneur in 1883,
he was elevated to an officier in 1889, following his success at the Paris Exposition of the same year.
Dasson ceased production in 1894, and the enduring reputation of the finest maker of gilt-bronze
mounted furniture was echoed and acknowledged when his contemporaries Paul Sormani, J.E.
Zwiener, Maison Millet, and Beurdeley all jumped at the chance to acquire drawings and models by
Dasson. Nevertheless, the pieces created by Dasson remain without equal, and stand at the epitome
of nineteenth-century French furniture.
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